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and destroy the "ironthrone."
He demanded the abolition of
serfdom, the development of
industry and agriculture, pop-
^jilar education, and the wag-
' ing of a war against extor-
tionate judges and the tyran-
ny of officials. In his book
B/adishchev came forth as the
first revolutionary, republi-
can and enlightener from
among the nobility. He was'
an ardent exponent of Russia
following the European path
of bourgeois progress and
education.

Catherine declared that
the "author is steeped in and
infected with French delu-
sions/' and ordered him to be
prosecuted for "spreading the
French plague." The court
passed' a sentence5 "of "death, which was commuted to ten years'exile
to Siberia. At the order of the empress Radishchev's book was burned.
In 1796, after Catherine's death, Radishchev was allowed to return
from Siberia by Emperor Paul I/who granted an amnesty to everyone
his mother had persecuted. Radishchev, however, was prohibited from
coming to the capital, and he lived on his estate. Only under Alexander
I did he receive permission to live in the capital. Despite everything,
Radishchev continued to defend the ideals of freedom, equality and
enlightenment. In the first year of Alexander's reign he drew up a
plan for state reforms based on freedom and the equality of all before
the law, regardless of status..The plan was rejected and Radishchev was
once more threatened with exile. Ruined in health and broken in.
spirit, he could not bear up Under the new trials and took poison
an 1802.                   *                        "

' Novikov. Catherine II persecuted other "free thinkers" as welL Iia
April 1792 she signed an ukase for the arrest of Nikolai Ivanovich Novi-
k6v, a prominent figure in the Moscow circle of Free-Masons.

Free-Masonry in Western Europe was essentially an expression of
protest by the rising bourgeoisie against the oppression of the feudal
church and the state. Free-Masonry was introduced into Russia in the
middle of the 18th century and spread among the higher nobility. The
Moscow masonic circle carried on extensive educational activity: it
founded schools, pfintsHops and a'publishing